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513th Soldlers enj oy day of fun with USO show
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Command Sgt. Maj. of the Army Jack Tilley throws frisbees and t-shirts to the

crowd gathered in the gym.

By Cpl. Brian Lamar
Mirage Editor

Soldiers of 513" Military
Intelligence Brigade were given a
“moralebooger shot” whenthe On
Duty for You” tour recently visited
Camp Doha, Kuwait Dec, 20"

The USO tour featured the Sgt.
Mg. of theArmy Jeck Tilley, theU.S.
Army Band, country-recording artist
Darryl Worley, World Wrestling
Entertainment Champion Bradshaw,
actressfromthehit show JAG Karri
Turner, ComedianKathy Griffinand
NFL Jaguars Cheerleaders, (Jill

|nsidethis

edition:

Cottinghamand Mindy Crews).

“1 like Sergeant Mgjor Tilley
because he was very personable,”
said Spc. MelissaMartin, asoldier
withthe513" Military Intelligence
Brigade. “Hewasvery entertaining
and he had away of working the
crowd,” sheadded.

Tilley introduced theupcomingacts
and entertained the audience with
stories, jokesand throwing t-shirts
and plagticfootbdlstothecrowd.

Soldiers filled the gym and the
crowdwent wildwhenthefootballs
andt-shirtsbeganflying.

“My favorite part was watching
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them holler for thefree prizesthat
werebeingthrown,” Martinsad.

TheArmy band played severd hits
suchas “soul man” and“RESPECT™.
Thebandfinished off withingpirationd
musiclike® GodblesstheUSA™.

Jaguarscheerleadersdid contedts,
whichinvolvedseverd soldiers After
thecontestsBradshaw expressad his
gratitudetothesoldiers. “I loveyou.
| lovewhat you dofor our country.
Godhless”

Darryl Worley sang“ Back wherel
belong”, which is a song about a
oldierwhoisoverssesandisthinking
about home. Thereweresometears
intheeyesof many soldiersduring
hisperformance,

“Althoughhis(Daryl Worley) songs
weredepressing | had avery good
time. | had fun and it broke the
monotony of CampDohalife” Matin
explaned.

Theshow endedwith Tilley andall
thepaformerssanging,“ Sandby M€’
and “God bless America’, which
recavedagandingovaionat theend.

“Overdl theshow wasfun, | was
abletordax, sngandlaughalittle. |
redly likedssangeveryoneinthegym
havingagoodtime | amthankful thet
there are people out there who
appreciate our hard work and
sacrifice” Sgt. Jennifer Richardson,
asoldier who now resdesin Camp
Doha

old sergeant battles
for life
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513th commander addresses brigade team

By Col.Jon Jones
Brigade Commander

Soldiers and civilians of the 513th Ml Bde,
here’s another opportunity for me to tell you
what a great and mportant job you're do-
ing. It's tough being here, and it's tough
on our families who miss us. It’s tough on
the soldiers and civilians at Ft. Gordon,
who are working harder in our absence.
But everyone must understand why we’re
here — this is dead-serious business.

We have to defend our country and families. We
might do this proactively by not waiting for another
Pearl Harbor, or 9-11. It’s up to us to get it right and
to be ready at precisely the moment our country calls
upon us. We need to work hard, with a focus on
training to accomplish our mission here in Kuwait and
at Ft. Gordon.

We need to let the rest of the world know that we,
representing America, are dead serious about our pur-
pose here. The individual and collective determina-
tion of American soldiers and civilians is what sends
that message. People see that. The media sees

Hometown News

By Maj. MauriceM cDougald

%
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Thereisnot much excitement in Janet Doe'slifeand that
istheway shelikesit. She'sasmadl-towngirl whoenjoys
livingwiththerest of the" smdl-townfalks’ inMiddieburg,
Florida. But if you ask her about her grandson, Army
Staff Sergeant Jugtin Doe, shegetsexcited. Shewill tell
you about hisservicewiththe513" Military Intelligence
Brigade and you about the letters he writes and the
frequent phonecdlsshegetsfromhim—and with extra
sparklein her voice, shewill tell you about how her
grandson madethefront page of the Clay County
Times.

What isthislink that bridges the gap between the

Col. Jon Jones

that. It speaks louder than any speech or
press conference. This is what's called
the “national element of power,” a country’s
and its army’s commitment and will to
stand for what it believes. If by the grace
of God conflict is avoided, it will be be-
cause we are ready, and the world knows
it. These are serious words, but remem-
ber to keep your sense of humor and look
after each other and yourself. We needto
rely on one another to lift our spirits. If
you need any more motivation for our mis-
sion, you will find it in the knowledge that your coun-
try is proud of you.

If it's not evident at this particular moment, it will
soon be overwhelming. | know the same goes for our
families. It may be hard to see it now, but the hard
part is temporary; it will end. The pride in what we
are participating in will last forever. We should be
equally proud of what our families are going through;
they’re heroes, too. Be proud of yourselves, and be
ready to be part of history. We'll do it right, and his-
tory will show that we were part of one of America’s
finest moments.

Release Program

isolation of duty in perhgpsaforeign country and family
andfriendsat home? Theanswer istheArmy and Air
ForceHometown NewsReease Service, afreesarvice
designedtohighlight theaccomplishmentsof soldierssarving
themilitary toanaudienceback home. Accomplishments
such as promations, awards, arrival to new duty
stations, graduation from Army schools,
reenligments, deployments etc., arepublishedinmore
than 11,000 daily and weekly newspapersthroughout the
netion. Mogt pgperspublishan“inservice” columnweekly
highlightingtheseaccomplishments

Doeisoneof thethousandsof soldierswhosestories

Continuedon P. 8
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513" Military I nteligence
Brigade soldiersrenew vows

b

Even though being married on ade-
ployment, virtualy inthe middle of no-
where, may seem spur of the moment,
theVillani’shave been planning the cer-
emony for quite sometime.

“I mentioned beforewe deployed that
maybe we should remarry out here be-
cause we may not have the opportu-
nity to do so for along time,” David
explained. “We knew that there might
beawar soon.” Denissaid.

David talked over the prospect of a
ceremony inthe desert with Merrifield
and they agreed upon atime to con-
duct the service.

Chaplain (Lt. Col.) William Merrifield reads the vows that

By Cpl. Brian Lamar
Mirage editor

In a ten minute ceremony decorated with
chemical lights, toilet paper and candles, two
soldiers stood before their unit and God and re-
newed their vows and their love. 28" at Camp
New York.

Chaplain (Lt. Col.) William Merrifield, 513"
Military Intelligence Brigade, led Sgt. Denise
Villani and Sgt. David Villani, of Company A,
201 Military Intelligence Battalion, through the
ritual.

The Villani’s, who have been married for two
and a half years, were quickly married at The
Desert Light Church of the Antioch in Las Ve-
gas, but said they wanted something more spe-
cial that involved their lovefor God.

“We always wanted to renew our vowsin areal
church,” Denisesaid. “Being married in the eyes of
God isvery important to us.”

Sgt. David
and Denise Mllani will repeat during the ceremony on Camp New York.

Although awedding inthe desert may
not sound too appealing for most

couples, the Villani’s said they were surprised of
the quality of their ceremony.

“The decorations were great. My co-workers
decorated everything for us without much to
work with. They lined everything with toilet pa-
per and hung chemical lights and candles,”
Denise said.

Thirty soldiersturned out for the event, which
was the biggest event the 201% has had since
they have been deployed to Camp New York.

“Everyone showed up and it turned out to be
the event of the Camp,” said David. “We were
very surprised to have the whole company show
up for the event.”

Thecouplesaid it gave the soldiers arelease
fromthedaily grind.

The people who attended enjoyed the ceremony
and many tears were shed, Denise said. “The
vowswere perfect and beautiful. They made so
many different peoplecry.” I think thiswas some-
thing positive to seeinstead of always hearing
the negative newson TV and theinternet.”
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Ten-year-old sergeant loses
battle, wins hearts

By Spc. Chuck Wagner

FORT MYER, Va. — The
headstonewill beinscribed “ Sgt.
Justin Bryce,” even though the
dateswill show hewas much too
youngtoenlist.

His teary-eyed mother’s
description of himexplainshow a
10-year-old deserved every
chevron.

“He was a brave little boy. It
didn’t matter what strugglehehad
to gothrough, hejust faced them.
| think the way he used to look at
it wasthat no matter how tough
life seems, you can still overcome
everything. And healwayshad a
smile,” said Mary Brycefromthe
family’sGrene, N.Y. home.

Justin knew something about
struggles. He spent months
battling liver cancer, which spread
and wracked his small body.

Justin’ srequest to the Make-A-
Wish foundation was to outrank
hisbrother, Pvt. Raymond Bryce
of 10th Mountain Division, Fort
Drum, N.Y. Secretary of Defense
Donad Rumsfeld told theArmy
tomakeit happen.

Over afew blustery November
days, Justin enlisted and was
promoted at the Pentagon,
climbed around inside an opulent
limousine on his way to Fort
Belvoir where he shot an M-16
with night-vision goggles and
commanded an M-111 personnel
carrier.

Near day’'s end, the Army
whisked him over Washington
aboard a Blackhawk in a last-

minute, unscheduled flight
because soldiers heard him ask,
“Canl fly inahelicopter?’
Herested that evening looking
out over
Baltimore
Harbor
aboard a
Coast Guard
ship. Ships,
you see,
were another
of Justin’s
passions.

and leave messages for him and
hisfamily. Many of the messages,
aswell ashundreds of e-mailsto
his mother, are from service

“Even up to a couple of days
before, he was still calling
himself sergeant,”

“Evenupto

a couple of
days before, hewasstill calling
himself sergeant,” hismother said.

Justin, unresponsive over
Christmas Eve, died at home
Christmas day surrounded by the
entire extended family. Scores of
friendsvisited him during calling
hours on Dec. 28. Six National
Guard soldiers from a local
armory took turns standing vigil
for four hours. Thefamily dressed
Justinin the battle dress uniform
issued to himand hung hisID tags
around his neck. His mother
shined hisboots.

Serviceswereheld for thefamily
thenext day. Justin’sformal buria
Isplannedin spring.

Instead of seeing Disney World,
Justin had asked to jointhe Army
family. Hismother sayshequickly
realized how theArmy takescare
of itsown.

More than 40,000 people have
logged on the Web site
www.caringbridge.org/ny/
justinbryce, to read about Justin

members. Morearrive every day.

“Sgt. Justin, keep fighting and it
was my honor to get to know you
and my pleasureto servewith you
intheArmy,” wrote 1st Sgt. Lee
Branham before Christmas.

“May God giveyou strength to
carry on each passing day. God
Bless You,” Staff Sgt. Gerald
Canadawroteto thefamily after
Justin’sfuneral. Hismother prints
out e-mailed |ettersfrom service
members to put in Justin’s
keepsake book, whichisbulging
with notes, autographs, and
picturesof aproud, bald, freckled
sergeant surrounded by hisArmy
buddies.

“It touches my heart. You guys
are very, very caring. Justin
picked theright group of people,”
Mary said.

Editor’s note: Spc. Chuck
Wagner is a staff writer for the
Pentagram newspaper at Fort
Myer.
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NCO: commitment to leader ship

By Command Sgt. Maj. Carnell Draughn

Inthemilitary, the meremention of theword |ead-
ership causesoneto either reflect back ontheir ex-
periences as aleader or to reminisce about those
that wereinstrumenta in shaping their lives. Lead-
ership gppliesto everyday lifewhether it'sintheci-
vilian job market or themilitary. Inthemilitary the
word is near and dear to just about everyone,
whether they’ reinaleadership postionor not. Many
of those who are not in aleadership position are
constantly striving to get there. Whenwetakethe
wordsmilitary and leadership and combinethem,
we create two powerful wordsthat clearly define
what themilitary istruly al about. Each branch of
service hasitsown meansof accomplishing objec-
tiveswith military leadership being thekey tooveral
mission accomplishment.

Throughout theArmy’shistory, the Noncommis-
sioned Officer Corpsand theNoncommissioned Of-
ficer havewithstood thetest of timeand continues
todoso. TheNCOisawaysat theready for what-
ever chalengesthat he or shemay becalled uponto
do. Being anoncommissioned officer issynony-
mouswith being aleader. Inadditiontothetwokey
words, military and |leadership, theword “ commit-
ment” goes hand in hand with themin defining the
dutiesof aNCO.

Paragraph two of the Creed of the Noncommis-
sioned Officer statesthat all soldiersareentitledto
outstanding leadership; | will providethat |eader-
ship.” No doubt about it, being aleader and pro-

“There are two reasons why

leadership is important to

you with number one being

‘towin wars' "

viding leadership is
hardwork. If itwere
easy, everyonewould
want to do it. Your
ability or inability to
lead will becomere-
flective of thosethat
you lead. Itisquite
true that you will
spend about ninety
percent of your time
taking care of prob-

lemsoldiersandyou'll |+ = ‘ / .- __j
havetotry tosqueeze [~ | -
theother tenpercent CSM Carnell Draughn

intotaking careof thosethat truly deserve your outstand-
ing leadership. Asbad asthismay seem, it'swhat being
aleader isdl about. You areexpectedto handledifficult
Stuationsand maketough and sometimesrather unpopu-
lar decisions. Asaleader and aNCO, you will make
persond sacrificespractically every day of your military
career. Despite the sacrifices though, no job is more
rewarding than that of aNCO.

Noted former Chairman of the Joint Chiefsof Staff Gen.
Colin Powd| stated in hisautobiography titled My Ameri-
canJourney; “leadershipissolving problems.” Theday
that soldiersstop bringing you their problemsisthe day
you have stopped leading them. They have either lost
confidencethat you can hel p them or concluded you do
not care. Either caseisafailure of leadership.” Asa
leader, you don’t want to belooked uponinthisway.

Therearetwo reasonswhy leadership isimportant to
you with number onebeing “towinwars.” The
second reason isthat your “ soldiers (people) de-
servenothingless” Alwaysbear inmind that when
theArmy decided to makeyou aleader, youwere
entrusted with the country’ smost preciouscom-
modity; itsyoung people. Whenyoutook theoath
and agreed to becomealeader, you entered intoa
pact with your subordinates and this country.
Never ever forget your commitment to provide
thenecessary |eadership that our soldiersrequire
anddeserve. Furthermore, never forget that it's

an honor to beaNCO, not aright.
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Vigilant knights remember soldier, friend

Photo by Cpl. Brian Lamar
Merrifield conducts the invocation
during the ceremony in the Camp
Doha Chapdl.

By Cpl. Brian Lamar
Mirage editor

On acold and dreary morning
in Camp Doha, Kuwait, soldiers
from the 513" Military
Intelligence Brigadefiled into the
crowded post chapel 5 Jan. to
pay respects and say goodbyeto
Pfc. Idorenyin Ekanem, asoldier
with the 201 M| Bn.

The ceremony began with an
invocation given by Chaplain
(Lt. Col.) William Merrifield,
which immediately after
everyone stood to sing
“Americathe Beautiful”.

After the song, two readings
from the bible were given.
Psalms 139 and first
Corinthians 15: 51-58.

“Amazing Grace” was sung
after the readings, which led
into a memorial tribute of a

poem reading and a Eulogy by
friend, Pfc. Matthew Crusan,
whom gave a personal account
of who Ekanem was.

“I1D (hisnickname) wasagreat
guy who was alwaysthere for
hisfriends. It never mattered
whether the problem was small
or large, he always wanted to
bethere,” Crusan said.

He went on to add, “I loved
Ekanem as a brother and as a
brother | will alwaysmisshim.”

Ekanem also received an
A r m vy
Commendation
M e d a |
posthumously.

“Hereceived a
medal for his
contributionsin
helping get the
brigade
deployed during
Operation
Enduring
Freedom,” said
Sgt. Jessica
Clayton,
Ekanem’s squad
leader.

“Hewasquitea
loss. He was an
extremely hard
worker. He
always seemed
pretty happy. He
was a good
person to talk to

funny to say an

thesquad isat an extremeloss,”
said Clayton.

Inclosing, alast roll call was
given followed by Taps. There
were not many dry eyesin the
crowd by the song’s end.

With abenediction, Merrifield
closed the ceremony and
everyone left the chapel with
somber looks on their faces.

“You haveto understand that
anytimeaunit losesasoldier it
isagreat lossto everyone. He
will be missed,” Clayton stated.

Photo by Cpl. Brian Lamar
with something Thisis a static display honoring Ekanem at the Camp

d Doha Chapel ceremony.
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Soldiers, familiesreunite viateleconference

By Cpl. Brian Lamar
Mirage editor

Many soldierswho aredeployed
to Kuwait would havelovedto see
their husbands, wivesor childrenfor
theholidays Withthecourtesy of the
513"military intdlligencebrigadeand
through thewondersof technology,
that hasbeen madeapossihility.

The513" hassponsored anumber
of videotd econferencing sessonsfor
soldiersand familiestobeunitedfor
theholidays

“Itwasvery niceto seemy family
again. It helped me make surethat
they were okay and were able to
celebrate the season (Christmas)
without being down and out because
| washot abletobethere” said Janice
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Williams, a soldier who works in
Brigade Operations Center for the
513" Military Intelligence Brigade.

Many soldiersviewed thisas an
ecapefrom Camp Dohafor ashort
whilg

About twenty-two hoursof video
teleconferencing sessions were
scheduledfor 142 soldiersduringthe
holidaysbetween Dec. 21 and Jan.
1for ten-minutesegmentseech.

Although modern science and
technology mekesiteesierfor oldiers
to stay in contact with family and
friends, theprocessisnot necessaily
asmpleone.

“Itwasared big headachetrying
to coordinatethe VTCs. Wehad to
coordinate so that businessVTCs
didn'toverridemoraeVTCs” Sad
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Sgt. 1% Class Denny Smith, the
brigadeautomationsNCOI C.

“ Althoughwewould begood here
(CampDoha), inGordonabusness
VTCwouldbegoingon,” headded.
“Gatingtimesfor familiesandsoldiers
coordinated together was also a
heedache”

Eventhoughitisapopular bdief thet
themoney potforamilitary intelligence
unitisbottomless money wasasmdl
concern.

“AirtimeforaVTCisnot cheap,”
said Smith. “ Theaverage cost runs
us from $20 to about $30 for aten
minuteblock,” heexplained.

“TheVTCsarecostly, butinmy
opinion it is worth it to see our
troopshappy,” said Cal. Jon Jones,
The 513th Military Intelligence
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513th fun run

Photo by Cpl. Brian Lamar

Col. Jon Jonesruns backward in front of hisformation to view histroops progression during
the CFLCC commander’s run on Camp Doha Dec. 22.

The 513" was just one of many units that participated in a formation that stretched over a
quarter of a milelong. The fast-paced run lasted for approximately three miles.

Soc. Abner Conception of the 345th Military Intelligence
Battalion reenlisted on Camp Doha, Kuwait. Maj. Gen.
James Marks reenlisted Conception. He also was
promoted to Sergeant on the same day.

Continued fromP.2

arefetured every year by theHometown NewsRe ease
Savicebased a Kdly Air ForceBase, Texas. Thefeature
story and photosof Does' sarvicewiththe513" Military
Intelligence Brigadedtrikesat theheart of themisson of \
Army PublicAffairs totdl theArmy’ssory. Theformthet
tumsinformationsuchasname, rank, next-of-kintieandevent
intoanactud newsrdeeseistheDD Form 2266. TheHTNR
programisacommander’ sprogram, administered by the
publicafarsoffice. It providescommanderswithaquick,
smpleway toshowcasetheaccomplismentsand ativities
of ther soldiers and the soldier to receive hometown
recognition. A soldier smply fillsoutaDD Form 2266and
forwardsit throughthepublic affarsofficeto Hometown
News, who usssiit to produce a news rdease which is
mearketed to hometown newspapersinlocationswherethe
oldier hesfamily ties Photogrgphsarenct required, butmay
besubmittedwiththeDD Form 2266if desired.
Thisisasmpleprogram affording soldiershometown
recognition for their accomplishments. Weoweit to our
destosmply (1)fill outaDD Form 2266 uponpromations;
avards school completions andreanligments— (2) market
(dectronic) tohometlownnewspgpars—(3) andinfarmfamily
membarsfriendsof thegreat parformanceaf therloved ones



Community Happenings

For February

1 2 3

4 5 6

Black history ~ Groundhogs  SpaDay at Comedian ~ EEO presents Singlesping-
display at Day Marble Tom Stadeat “Soulsof ~ pongtourna-
Library e Frosty's Black Folk ment at

1-9p.m.

7 8 9

Tom Hanks Bench Press  ChessNight 7 Poker Night8  8-ball tourna-
dayonCCTV  Competition p.m. at p.m. at ment 7 p.m. at

at Gym Marble Frosty’s Frosty’s

M ovie schedule

Camp Doha Theater, Bldg. 14

February 1 \
6 p.m.......Good Advice "
8 p.m.......Transporter \-"/’
February 2 -
BP.Mceeeene Banger Ssters

8p.m.......... Serving Sara

Feb 3-5
Theater scheduled for post meetings

SCHEDULED MOVIESARE SUBJECT TO
CANCELLATIONDUETO SUBSEQUENT
SCHEDULING OF TRAINING/BRIEFINGS

Dinner and
7p.m. Dance at Marble

M arble Palace Palace
7p.m.

10 11

Protestant
Friday:...cccoooceeeeeeiiiicciiieeeen. 11 a.m.
SUNAAY: ...evvviieieeieeee e 10:30 a.m.
Catholic
Thursday:.....cccceeeeeeeeeiiiiieeeeeenn. 4:30 p.m.
Friday:....ccooceeeeiiiiciiiieeceeee e 3:30 p.m.
5010 = | 12:30 a.m.
Episcopal

Friday: . ... s .o ... 8 a.m.
Latter Day Saints
Friday:.....ccccceeeviiiiiiiiieiieeee e 2 p.m.
Gospel

AUNAAY: ...eveeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 7 p.m.
Orthodox

Friday:....cccooceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee 9 am.
Saturday:......cccceeeeeeeeeee, 8 p.m.
AUNAAY: ..., 7:30 a.m.
Jewish

Friday:........c..oo 6:30 p.m.




